Introduction

Duke of Ormonde knew of that event, and he was in
Ireland between 1703 and 1705.* This attempt upon
their lodgings was probably made while the ladies were in
William Street on the outskirts of Dublin. For better
safety they seem to have moved shortly after that occur-
rence to a more thickly inhabited quarter near St. Mary's
Church. Swift's account-books,2 further, show that he
and Stella saw much of each other during his stay in
Ireland from July 1709 to the end of August 1710; but
beyond this we know scarcely anything about Stella in the
years immediately preceding the opening of the Journal
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The enigmatic relationship between Swift and Stella,
which continued without change, and apparently without
desire of change on either hand, for thirty years or more,
has puzzled every inquirer. Even if these two went
through a form of marriage nothing was changed, for
nobody has suggested that it was more than an empty
ceremony. Various reasons, physical and mental, have
been advanced to explain Swift's reluctance to marriage.
But what of Stella? She accepted the relationship, and,
whatever her feelings may once have been, accepted it,
from all the evidence we have, not merely as a resignation
of vain hope. 'Stella's temperament, indeed,' as Lecky
writes, 'was singularly serene, patient, and unimpassioned,
admirably suited both for social life and for sustained
friendship, but as far as we can judge too cold for real love;
she appears to have always lived more from the head than
from the heart, and to have acquiesced very placidly during
her whole life in a kind of connexion which few women
could have tolerated.'* This judicious characterization is
borne out by all that Swift himself tells us. He dwells
upon her 'gifts of the mind', which had been improved
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